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THE TURKISH -ENGLISH RELATIONS FROM THE COUP IN 1980 TO T HE 

PRESENT 

Associate Prof. Dr. Nurhan AYDIN 

Kafkas University 

z.nurhanaydin@hotmail.com 

Abstract 

One of the first countries with which the Ottoman Empire established regular diplomatic 

relations was Britain. After William Harborne was appointed as ambassador to Istanbul in 1583, 

sending Yusuf Agah Efendi to the capital of England as ambassador in 1793 became effective in 

lasting the relations between the two countries normally in the first period and normalization process 

continued until the end of the 19th century. Due to World War I influencing the world, Ottoman 

Empire and England involved in opposing groups. This situation put political and diplomatic relations 

between the two states in a tense position. This tense position reached to advanced stage because the 

British had won the First World War. Britain who disregarded the independence of the Turks by hard 

conditional treaties became the state that created the greatest tension of The National Struggle 

movement under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. After The National Struggle movement 

succeeded, steps started to be taken in order to improve the relations with the changing regime in 

1923. King Edward VIII who visited Turkey two years before Atat¿rk's death played a big role in 

completion of normalization process of the relations. The relations between two states got to an  

impairment because of Turkeyôs attitude of opting out of the war during World War II. The relations 

between Turkey and England have become more intensive through the treaties which have been 

concluded since 1950s and the status of alliance between the two countries has strengthened. Turkey 

became a member of NATO in 1952 and the relations have become concrete. Britainôs becoming a 

member of the European Union in 1973 and Turkey's trying for becoming a full member of EU have 

been largely effective in relations with England.  Turkey-England relations have differed since 2000s 

whereas they progressed normally in 1980s and 1990s. A great importance has been attached to EU 

membership in the program of Justice and Development Party and  membership negotiations between 

Ankara and Brussels have affected Turkey-England relations significantly. Unlike other EU members, 

England has supported EU membership of Turkey fervently. Though the relations are generally good 

during the rulership of Justice and Development Party,  it is apparent thet there are a number of 

problems that need to be solved. Although Britain has supported our membership to EU in the recent 

time, Cyprus problem emerges as an obstacle. Within the context of issues such as international 

security, defense, combating illegal immigration, establishment of regional stability, the relations 

between Turkey and Britain have continued until today. 

Key Words: England-Turkey, EU, rulership, Cyprus problem, regional stability, recent era 

1980 DARBESĶNDEN G¦N¦M¦ZE T¦RK-ĶNGĶLĶZ ĶLĶķKĶLERĶ 

¥zet 

Osmanlē Ķmparatorluĵuônun d¿zenli diplomatik iliĸkiler kurduĵu ilk ¿lkelerden biri Ķngiltere 

olmuĸ. William Harborneôun 1583ôte Ķstanbulôa b¿y¿kel­i olarak atanmasē ardēndan 1793 yēlēnda 

Yusuf Agah Efendi Ķngiltereônin baĸkentine B¿y¿kel­i olarak gºnderilmesi ilk dºnemlerde iki ¿lke 

arasēnda iliĸkilerin normal olarak devam etmesinde etkili olmuĸ ve normalleĸme s¿reci 19. Y¿zyēlēn 

sonlarēna kadar devam etmiĸtir. D¿nyaôyē etkisi altēna alan Birinci D¿nya Savaĸē ile Osmanlē Devleti 

ve Ķngiltere karĸēlēklē gruplarda yer almēĸlardēr. Bu durumda iki devletin arasēndaki siyasi ve 

diplomatik iliĸkileri gergin s¿rece sokmuĸtur. Bu gergin s¿re­ Ķngilizlerin Birinci D¿nya Savaĸēôndan 

galip ­ēkmasē ile hat safhaya ulaĸmēĸtēr. Aĵēr ĸartlē antlaĸmalarla T¿rklerin baĵēmsēzlēĵēnē hi­e sayan 

Ķngilizler, Mustafa Kemal Paĸaônēn ºnderliĵinde baĸlatēlan Milli M¿cadele hareketinin de en b¿y¿k 

gerginliĵini yaratan devlet olmuĸtur. Milli M¿cadele hareketinin baĸarēya ulaĸmasēnēn ardēndan 1923 

yēlēnda deĵiĸen rejimle beraber iliĸkilerin d¿zelmesi yolunda adēmlar atēlmaya baĸlanmēĸtēr. 

mailto:z.nurhanaydin@hotmail.com

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































