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THE TURKISH -ENGLISH RELATIONS FROM THE COUP IN 1980 TO T HE
PRESENT

Associate Prof. Dr. Nurhan AYDIN
Kafkas University
z.nurhanaydin@hotmail.com
Abstract

One of the first countries with which the Ottoman Empire established regular diplomatic
relations was BritainAfter William Harborne was appointed as ambassador to Istanbul in 1583,
sending Yusuf Agah Efendi to the capital of England as ambassador in 1793 became effective in
lasting the relations between the two countries normally in the first period and natioaligrocess
continued until the end of the 19th century. Due to World War | influencing the world, Ottoman
Empire and England involved in opposing groups. This situation put political and diplomatic relations
between the two states in a tense positidns Tense position reached to advanced stage because the
British had won the First World War. Britain who disregarded the independence of the Turks by hard
conditional treaties became the state that created the greatest tension of The National Struggle
movement under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. After The National Struggle movement
succeeded, steps started to be taken in order to improve the relations with the changing regime in
1923. King Edward VI II wh o v i sdedtrepthyed a bigkreleyin t wo vy
completion of normalization process of the relations. The relations between two states got to an
i mpairment because of Turkeyds attitude of opti:!
between Turkey and England hakecome more intensive through the treaties which have been
concluded since 1950s and the status of alliance between the two countries has strengthened. Turkey
became a member of NATO in 1952 and the relatio
menber of the European Union in 1973 and Turkey's trying for becoming a full member of EU have
been largely effective in relations with England. TurEngland relations have differed since 2000s
whereas they progressed normally in 1980s and 1990s. A gipattance has been attached to EU
membership in the program of Justice and Development Party and membership negotiations between
Ankara and Brussels have affected Turlmgland relations significantly. Unlike other EU members,

England has supported EU mbership of Turkey fervently. Though the relations are generally good
during the rulership of Justice and Development Party, it is apparent thet there are a number of
problems that need to be solved. Although Britain has supported our membership tthEWeicent

time, Cyprus problem emerges as an obstacle. Within the context of issues such as international
security, defense, combating illegal immigration, establishment of regional stability, the relations
between Turkey and Britain have continued uotlay.

Key Words: EnglandTurkey, EU, rulership, Cyprus problem, regional stability, recent era
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¥zet

Osmanl & Kmparatorl ujudnun d¢gzenlii di pl omati k
ol muxk. William Harbornedun 15830te Kstanbul 6a
Yusuf Agah Efa d i Kngilterednin baKkentlne Beyekel - ol
arasénda ilikkilerin nor mal ol arak devam et mesi
sonl aréna kadar devam etmiktir Saldargadyye Oskbai
vV e Kngiltere karkél ekl é grupl arda yer al mexl ar
di plomati k ilikkiler:i gergin s¢grece sokmuktur . E
gal i p -é&kmasé aiklmekha&tr .saAfflekayakautl é antl akmal ar |
Kngilizler, Mustafa Kemal Pakaodnén ©°nderlijinde
gerginlifini yaratan devlet ol muktumard®#Mnbdhbhn Mgae:
yeél énda deji ken rejimle beraber ili kkilerin d
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